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On the cover
The cover shows a detail from this oilon-canvas painting of the River Urr by
William Spurway, who will be giving a
demonstration and leading a workshop
for members early next year.
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From the editor
Where did all the entries go? That was the question asked
after the hand-in for our summer exhibition at Gracefield,
because there were about 100 fewer entries than last
year.
Were there concurrent exhibitions that attracted
members to submit their work elsewhere? Or were many
of our artists away on holiday?
Whatever the reason, there was a plus side to having
fewer entries - the selectors’ job was easier and the
chosen works could be hung in a less crowded and more
effective way. A case of ‘less is more’? It was certainly
judged a successful exhibition
We’re now looking forward to our Christmas show, once
again at Ottersburn Gallery in Dumfries. This will run for
three weeks in December.
And some late news of an exciting departure
in store: an exhibition of members’ work at the
Harbour Cottage Gallery in Kirkcudbright from
March 31 to April 13. Full details to be announced
nearer the time - keep an eye on the website.
Meanwhile, we have an interesting programme of
demonstrations and workshops for autumn and winter,
all concerned with aspects of painting and drawing.

Ian Irving
ian@dumfriesandgallowayfineartsociety.org.uk
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The chairman writes:
“The success of the DG Fine Arts Society can be measured
by its main event – the Summer Exhibition. There is
always a tingle of anticipation at the start of handing-in
day, will we have enough pictures to put on an exhibition?
Then members arrive in droves …”
Well, this was part of the chairman’s comments in 2009,
but alas was not the case at our 91st annual exhibition
hand-in. Only 65 members arrived with their paintings, craft and sculpture and 179
works were put in. Of these, 166 were selected - and made an exceptional display.
The introduction of a ‘Salon des Refusés’ by Gracefield meant there was no
disappointment for members with unselected work, as they were shown in the
Gracefield café space, with much pleasure to the general public.
The AGM this year at 11am on Friday April 13 was a big disappointment to myself
and the council, who work so hard behind the scenes to keep the society together.
Including council members, only 10 people turned up for what is supposed to be a
meeting where all can have a voice.
This society was founded in the early 1920s and the first exhibition was held at
Dumfries Academy in 1922 so in four years time we will celebrate 100 years. I am
sure nearly all our 300 members will agree that this is a great achievement.
There is an on-going need to attract more members to give some of their time to
help with the running of the society. This year we welcomed Jane Howe, Audrey
Grierson and Suzy Plunkett who have been co-opted to council and hopefully will
agree to be formally elected at our next AGM.
Finally, may I wish you all good painting, printing or sculpting, and ask for your
continuing support at all our events.

Kathleen
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Diary dates 2018-19
October 12 Demonstration by Hope London
October 26 Workshop with Hope London
November 16 Demonstration by Liz Gilbey
November 24 Hand-in for Christmas show at
Ottersburn gallery 12-4pm
November 30 Workshop with Liz Gilbey
December 1-22 Christmas exhibition at
Ottersburn gallery
December 8 Get-together at Ottersburn 2-5pm
January 5 Collection of unsold works from
Ottersburn gallery 12-4pm
January 18 Demonstration by Katharine Wheeler
February 1 Workshop with Katharine Wheeler
February 15 Demonstration by William Spurway
March 1 Workshop with William Spurway
March 15 Demonstration by Philippa Sinclair
March 29 Workshop with Philippa Sinclair
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The 91st annual exhibition

It takes courage to submit works of art for public scrutiny,
especially when they will be selected and hung alongside the
works of fellow artists, writes Kathleen Woods.
There was a real buzz when members and friends attended the
preview evening at Gracefield Arts Centre, Dumfries. The
chairman welcomed the
guests and introduced
Mr Derek Crichton, director
of communities with
Dumfries and Galloway
Council, to open the
exhibition. Mr Crichton said
he enjoyed the whole evening
and was very impressed by
the quality of the works and
would be very happy to be
Derek Crichton, opening the show
associated with the society in future.
This year only 65 members submitted works for selection - much fewer
than last year - and after an afternoon of contemplation 166 works were
selected for hanging. The selectors for this exhibition were (l to r in the
photo opposite) Patricia Cain, Jane Howe, Pen Symonds, Helen Acklam
and Dawn Henderby. (Pen was drafted in at the last minute to take the
place of someone unable to be there). Each year we select a new panel to
take on this onerous task and we thank them for doing a superb and fair
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job. Approximately 1045 people visited Gracefield over the month, coming
from far and wide. Eighteen works were sold, so congratulations to all the
successful artists.
Two artists
achieved full
membership
this year - well
done to June
Marchbank and
Irena VasereGrey.
Once again our
thanks go to Dawn
Henderby and the
staff at Gracefield
for their support
in making this exhibition a success and I thank my colleagues on the council
for all the help and advice given in the setting up. Also the members who gave
up their time to help with the hand-in, selection and setting up - it is very much
appreciated. In 2022 it will be the 95th
annual exhibition and the society’s 100th
birthday so we have started putting our
thinking caps on to make it a bit special.
There were lots of votes for favourite
individual paintings but the most votes
went to June Marchbank for “The Beast
from the East” with Sandy Robb’s
“Evening Light” (right) a close second.
This year Gracefield Arts Centre
introduced a “Salon des Refusés” to
show the works that were not accepted
for the main exhibition. This was a wellpresented show in the cafe area, with a
special tribute to Gordon Robertson who, sadly, died earlier this year.
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This page and opposite: scenes from
the summer exhibition preview night at
Gracefield on July 6
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Above: viewing the
watercolours. Left: fish
sculpture by John Fairgrieve.
Below: terracotta bowls by
David Alexander

In the cafe, some of the works which didn’t make it into the main exhibition
were hung for visitors to enjoy along with their refreshments.
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Autumn and Winter
programme

Our programme of demonstrations and workshops is
detailed on the following pages.
Demonstrations are from 11am to 12.30pm
approximately. Workshops run from10am to 4pm. All
at Gracefield Arts Centre, Dumfries.
Booking form on page 25
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Hope London

Painting and drawing with feeling

Demonstration October 12.
Hope will be talking about the emotion in painting - what inspires a connection
with the subject, whether living, inanimate or abstract? What are we feeling as
we progress? How does the final piece convey those sensibilities to the viewer?
She will discuss the
role of emotion in her
work, illustrated with
examples of her work
and that of some of the
artists who inspire her,
including Expressionists.
Questions about your
own work and what you
are aiming to achieve are
encouraged.
Workshop October 26
Two things are necessary
- your ideas for a subject
and your materials. Find
a subject that inspires
you in some way, even
if it is something very
Trees in Winter, by Hope London
simple, and bring your
ideas, along with reference
materials, including photos, objects, sketches, iPads and/or other source materials.
Bring a large surface for painting (canvas, prepared board, watercolour paper,
whatever you prefer, at least 50 x 50 cm) at least one large brush with a long
handle, a large palette, containers for thinners and water, rags or kitchen roll, paper
or board for sketches and roughs, and your own selection of painting and drawing
materials. We'll talk about your ideas and the emotions they inspire - joy, intimacy,
wonder, fear, pathos, courage, suffering, strength, spirit, a sense of life, whatever
they may be, followed by some loosening up exercises. The rest of the session will
be self-directed time with support from the tutor if you wish, creating a work with
feeling.
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Elizabeth Gilbey
Still life

Demonstration November 16
Liz will demonstrate how to set up a still life comprising a few objects and how
to begin a painting with some simple and effective drawing techniques in paint.
She will show how oil painting “alla prima” is really a process of correcting and
refining shapes.Liz will talk
about analysing values in
a painting from the darkest
shadow shapes to the lightest
highlights.
Workshop November 30
Participants will try their
hand at “alla prima” still life
painting – going straight to
canvas with paint, plotting
in a composition and finding
the masses and planes of the
objects which catch the light
or are in shadow.
Painters will need to bring a
couple of smallish objects to
paint – a piece of fruit and a
Limes, by Elizabeth Gilbey
jug for example. A small
canvas of about 10x12 inches will be ideal. They will need brushes of various sizes,
paint – an earth colour such as raw umber, plus ultramarine blue, reds – cadmium
red and alizarin crimson - cadmium yellow, and white; a palette and palette cup,
mediums – turps or a turps substitute and linseed oil. Brush cleaning solvent, plenty
of tissue paper or rags.
It is a good idea to have a plastic bag for the used tissue paper or rags. An apron or
painting smock is useful.
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Katharine Wheeler

Expressive landscapes and mark making
Demonstration January 18
Katharine will be talking about her development process for her solo
show INplay last October at Gracefield and the theme of Play in her
current work. She
will demonstrate
processes she
explored using
mixed media
techniques on paper
to create imaginary
and expressive
landscapes.
Workshop
February 1
We will be
experimenting with
mixed mediums
Imagery - mixed medium, by Katharine Wheeler
and spontaneous
mark-making on paper. Participants are asked to bring as many landscape
photographs or images as they can collect, considering light, line, shape
and colour (it does not need to be a good image just to have something in
it the grabs you).
There will be some materials to experiment with but please bring along
paints (gouache or watercolours are best) inks and drawing materials,
charcoal, soft pencils and pastels and paper.
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William Spurway
Pen and wash

Vincent Van Gogh, Old Vineyard with Peasant
Woman, May 1890. Reed pen and watercolour

Demonstration February 15
We will explore the versatility and expressiveness of pen, ink and watercolour
washes looking at works by a variety of artists who employed this medium.
Using reeds cut from the Nith estuary I will demonstrate how to make a reed pen
before showing a variety of effects that can be achieved. I will conclude with a
landscape pen and ink drawing.
Workshop March 1
We will be looking at Vincent Van Gogh’s relatively unknown pen and ink sketches
and emulating something of the magic of these quick studies. Please bring a
watercolour set and brushes and your own landscape photographs. I will provide all
other materials and also some images which you can work from.
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Philippa Sinclair

How watercolour works
Demonstration March 15
Philippa writes: Watercolour often gets a bad press due to its unruly nature. In this
demo I will be helping to overcome these fears.about its difficulty by showing how
it works. I will be going back to basics with the tools such as paints brushes and
paper, applying these
to a set piece which
I will paint. I will
explain how different
effects on paper can
be achieved using
various weights and
textures of paper and
different types of
brushes and pigments.
I will also show how
watercolour is only
a distant cousin to
another waterbased
paint.... acrylic.
Starfish, by Philippa Sinclair

Workshop March 29
I will demonstrate how to use
watercolour and its essential charcteristics. Using various papers and brushes I will
show these different effects.There will be two set still lifes to paint yourselves with
my guidance.
Shopping list: any equipment you might have, bring along. But please bring 2/3 A3
Rough 140lb paper. These can be bought from the Gem Shop Castle Douglas along
with any other tools you might want to buy. I will supplement during the workshop
but three tubes are essential: Cadmium Yellow, Prussian Blue, Permanent Rose
(artist quality)
Please also bring some water jars and palettes such as old ceramic plates - but they
must be white. If you have easels bring them, but we will be working on the flat.
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Inside Kirkcudbright’s old
town hall - a gallery of
national significance
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With the transformation
of its old town hall,
Kirkcudbright now has
a fitting home for a
permanent exhibition of
the work of the artists
who made it “the Artists’
Town”, such as Hornel,
Oppenheimer, Peploe, and
the Faeds.
But that’s not all - there is display space on four levels, so temporary
exhibitions can be accommodated as well as artist-led workshops plus a cafe and a shop. A forthcoming exhibition will show the work
of Archie Sutter Watt, William Gillies and John Maxwell. Curated by
Dawn Henderby, Arts Officer based at Gracefield, the show will run from
November 17 to January 6.
Full progrmme details at www.kirkcudbrightgalleries.org.uk
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Kirkcudbright collection shows
Hornel’s use of photography
BROUGHTON HOUSE SYMPOSIUM PLANNED
A symposium inspired by a collection of photographs
in the Kirkcudbright
home of the painter
Edward Atkinson
Hornel - one of the
founding members
of our society is to be held at
Broughton House
on April 9.
The collection
comprises glass
plates and prints
taken in Japan,
Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka), Burma
(now Myanmar) and
Scotland, and shows
how photographs
inspired Hornel’s
artwork.
He joined a
photographic
society in Japan, was sent photos by his fellow
artists in Scotland and worked with a photographer
at home in Kirkcudbright. The camera and these
19

social networks gave him access to people, places and
subjects that may otherwise have been hard to reach.
The symposium, on “The Camera, Social Networks
and The Inaccessible, from the Nineteenth Century
to the Present Day”, is being orgnised by the National
Trust for Scotland, which is inviting papers on a range
of subjects, such as the influence of the camera on
Scottish painting, or any aspect of the photographer
and social networks.
For full details, contact Ben Reiss at breiss@nts.org
(phone 07864 918969). Proposals for papers must be
submitted by October 12.

Previous page: photo from a glass plate negative
of a girl posing in Hornel’s studio. Above: a print
by an unknown commercial photographer.
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Return to Ottersburn
for December show
Saturday December 1 to Saturday December 22
Once again Sean and Kate at Ottersburn Gallery in Dumfries have
invited DAGFAS members to show their work in the lead up to
Christmas.
Members are invited to submit two paintings or artworks, of which at
least one item will be shown.
In order that a list of exhibitors and works can be prepared please send
details to Kathleen Woods on woods664@btinternet.com or to 10 Davie
Gill Park, Thornhill, DG3 5AH by Thursday November 22.
The artwork must be labelled with title, medium, name and address of
the artist and the price. Please use your own labels and affix to back of
paintings. Paintings must be framed, with rings and cord fixed to the
frame, ready for hanging. A deep box canvas may be unframed.
The artwork along with a fee of £3 per entry must be handed in at
Ottersburn Gallery, 2a Nith Avenue, Dumfries, DG1 1EF on Saturday
November 24 from 12noon – 4pm.
Sales commission will be 25%. The exhibition will be open from
10.30am – 4.30pm daily excluding Sunday. Artworks not sold must be
collected from the exhibition on Saturday January 5 from 2pm to
4pm.
There will be a pre-Christmas get-together on Saturday
December 8 at the Ottersburn from 2pm to 5pm. Hope you will
join us.
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Silvana
McLean
1953-2018

Painter, printmaker and DAGFAS
exhibitor Silvana McLean died in May,
aged 65, saddening members who had
enjoyed her inspiring demonstrations
and workshops, and those who knew
and admired her work, with its northern
focus.
Silvana studied painting and drawing at
Glasgow School of Art, where she also
discovered etching, a process which
strongly influenced her subsequent work,
which she described as a distillation of
impressions, history and memory.
Her work is in public collections and can be seen on her website - www.
silvanamclean.co.uk, which remains “as a testament to her many talents and
achievements.”

Gordon
Robertson
1936-2018

A special display of his work (an example
shown here) was mounted during the summer
exhibition at Gracefield in tribute to Gordon, a
long-standing member of the society who has died aged 82. He will be
missed at meetings, where his increasingly frail but determined figure was a
frequent and ever-enquiring presence. Gordon’s achievements included
a one-man show, called Landmarks, in the Gracefield cafe in 2017.
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A Day in the Country
with Pamela Grace

Members departed from the usual Gracefield surroundings to spend a day
painting and drawing on location at the village of Kirkpatrick Durham, near
Castle Douglas, under the guidance of Pamela Grace.
The weather on June 1 was suitably sunny and hot, and
participants were able to roam the area in search of
subjects to draw, or to work in the shade of the village
community’s bothy, where the workshop was based, after
a briefing from Pamela (left).

Points of view plenty to choose
from as members
disperse to find a
subject to sketch
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Drawing outside
and in, at Pamela’s
workshop

Bella Green

(left) led a workshop on still life and creative
composition at Gracefield on June 15.
Bella’s previous workshop in February was
oversubscribed, so she agreed to conduct
another, to allow those who had missed
out to take part. Other summer workshops
were tutored by Davy Brown (May 4) and
George Birrell (May 18).
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Autumn/Winter Workshops 2018-19
Booking form

NB there is no need to book for the presentation – only the workshop
Please tick the workshop/s you wish to book.
Hope London		
Elizabeth Gilbey
Katharine Wheeler
William Spurway
Philippa Sinclair

October 26
November 30
February 1
March 1
March 29

£25
£25
£25
£25
£25

All at Gracefield Arts Centre, Dumfries

Name……………………………………………………………......
Email for confirmation……………………………………...............
Telephone…………………………………………...........................
I enclose a cheque/s payable to DAGFAS, for a total of…………...
Please indicate which workshop/s you wish to attend and send a separate cheque
for each event along with the completed form to:
Jane Howe
Redcastle House
Haugh of Urr,
Castle Douglas
DG7 3 LB
Email: howe.redcastle@lineone.net
Confirmation will only be sent by email.
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Setting the scene...

More photos from the summer exhibition

Above: a busy time
at the hand-in.
Right: the selection
panel judging the
entries.

Left: flat out - the
chosen works laid
out to help decide
where to hang
them
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Your council
President: Davy Brown
Kilmodan, Corvisel Road, Newton Stewart. DG86LW
01671 403 767 davybrownartist@gmail.com
Chairman and Exhibitions Co-ordinator: Kathleen Woods
10 Davie Gill Park, Thornhill, DG3 5AH
01848 331 403 woods664@btinternet.com
Secretary: Brian Power
38 High Street, Gatehouse of Fleet, DG7 2HP
07969 504685 secretary.dagfas@gmail.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary: Chris Otty
25, Ardwell Road, Dumfries, DG1 4DF
01387 252 649 chrisotty@hotmail.com
Website and magazine editor: Ian Irving
Woodlea, Corsock, DG7 3DN
01644 440 276 ian@dumfriesandgallowayfineartsociety.org.uk
Members: Muriel Collins, Alan Hawker, Phil Gibson, Jane Howe,
Audrey Grierson, Suzy Plunkett

Last-page laugh

With thanks to Richard Whiting
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