










  Membership Announcements and Notices 
 
Welcome to the following new members since September: Tony Clarke, 
Siefert Hovell, Stewart Hovell, Martine Pask, Ian Irving, Pen Symonds,  
Elizabeth Durling, Andi Anderson, Roz Plant 

 
 

 

 
Copy for articles/advertisements for Autumn magazine to be in the hands of  

the Editor by 3rd September 2011 
 

 
Serendipity 
 
2010 was to be the year we were finally to brave the midges and the 
far west coast. By boat. In September.  ‗Plan A‘ was to island hop on a 
CalMac Island Rover ticket, overnighting in B&Bs and generally drifting 
round the Hebrides.  Some hopes!  After three frustrating  days of  
trying to organise a route we gave up – CalMac didn‘t seem to do 
‗joined up‘ anything  and it was beginning to look as if the whole  
holiday would be spent either rushing to catch a ‘last‘ ferry or twiddling 
our thumbs waiting for another.  When we rescued their brochure from the corner of the 

study where it had been hurled, it had fallen open at a page with an advert 
for a small boat –  max 12 passengers – cruising the Inner Hebrides with 
no set itinerary, and destinations dependent only on the weather, and the 
vast experience of our Captain.  Hey!  This was more like it. And so,  
gentle reader, we signed on.   
 

The boat was an ex Norwegian fishing fleet 
rescue ship, fully equipped to withstand  
anything the North Atlantic could throw at her 
and stay stable.  Her Norse name was the  
Hjalmar Bjorge (pronounced roughly Yalmar 

Byorge).  

She had been  
beautifully  
reconditioned and 
fitted out by owner 

Captain Mark Henrys.  His two crew who multi 
tasked were Marky the cook, an extraordinary 
young chap, built like a Scottish wing forward 
who produced an almost constant stream of 
amazing and delicious meals out of a galley 
about the size of an average car boot and  
Lindsay (Lulu) the ‗waitress‘ who was about six 
and a half stone soaking wet, who looked like a 
teenager, but turned out to be doing a Masters 
in Marine Biology at Plymouth Uni and was 
more than a dab hand on the fiddle.  
                                  (continued overleaf)    

 
Dumfries & Galloway Fine Arts Society 

Annual General Meeting 
Will be held on Friday 1st April 2011 at 7.30pm 

In Gracefield Arts Centre, Dumfries 
 

followed by History of Art talk by Bert Aitchison  
 

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME—Coffee/tea and biscuits 
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―Artistic aspects‖ were to be covered by a paintbox with half pans which I acquired a 
couple of years ago and is what I use on (non painting) holidays.  This, together with a 
couple of small brushes, a pencil, a water carrier and a sketchbook is all you need.  It‘s 
more fun than photographing everything.  A judicious mix of both, however can give you 
a real start to a proper painting back home.  You might find, as I do, that the sketches -
loose though they are – give you more of a reminder of the place than the photographs. 
 
Our seven other shipmates, all but one of whom hailed from south of the Border, were a  
delight and great fun.  We all gelled at dinner on the first evening; something to do with 
a bottle of Grouse I suspect! They were all keen bird and wildlife watchers.  We were 
there for the scenery.  And what scenery! The light across the islands constantly shifted 
and changed; it was so beautiful that at times it literally took your breath away.  My 
sketchbook was always to hand and it carries the record of the full gamut of weather 
and the astonishing blend of land and water which is the very essence of the place.  
‗Ports‘ of call included the Knoydart peninsula, Rum, Eigg, Skye (Loch Coruisk), Loch 
Spelve on Mull, (where Norwegian girl Mette went swimming) and best of all I thought, 
Canna.  I have sketches of all these places, including the otter hide on Rum (may as 
well do something whilst waiting). 
 
Brunch back at the mooring in Oban was the final spectacular.  I‘ve already bought a 
new sketchbook ready for the Outer Hebrides next year... 
          Fiona Robertson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
            

                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
EDITORIAL   
 
Welcome to the Spring magazine.  Amongst other items in this edition, you can read one 
of Bert Aitchison‘s fascinating Art History articles and Dougie Muego‘s item on Art and 
Language.  Details of the Summer Exhibition and papers for the AGM in April are also 
included. 
 
Stuart Cavanagh is very keen to gather opinions on the events held by the Society and I 
hope you will respond to him.   
 
Again this year, we have arranged a  really exciting series of Summer Workshops  - see 
page 9 for more details.  
 
Hope to see you at the AGM and the Exhibition.                                                       

                                                                      Fiona 
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Advertisers :  ‗Annan Water Framing‘, ‗The Picture Framer‘ and ‗Northern 
Light‘  

Christmas Open Exhibition 2010 
 
If you visited the Exhibition at the Hospital, you may have been impressed by the 
quality as well as the number of pictures on display this year.  There were 120 
pictures by nearly sixty artists.   This is an increase of 40 items from 2009. Sales 
were buoyant again this year—with 13 pictures sold.  Congratulations to all the 
successful artists. 
 
We are very grateful to the Hospital and in particular to Janette Park for making the 
arrangements.  Thank you to my colleagues who turned up on handing in day and 
picking up day to help! 
       Kathleen Woods 
       Exhibitions Co-ordinator 
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The Council 
 

President   
Melville Brotherston, 

Dungalston Farm, Craigdarroch, Moniaive, DG3 4JA 
 
 

Chairman    
David Rose 

Reeds, Castle Loch, Lochmaben, DG11 1NN  Telephone: 01387 810010 
 

Secretary   
Bertram Aitchison QPM 

Trentham Lodge, Haywood Road, Moffat, DG10 9BU 
Telephone: 01683 221718  E-mail: bfa15@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer and Magazine Editor   
Fiona Robertson 

Hawthornbank, Bankend Road, Dumfries, DG1 4QS 
Telephone: 01387 257664 E-mail: fionaerobertson@hotmail.com 

 
 

Annual Exhibitions Co-ordinator   
Kathleen Woods 

East Birkhill Cottage, Tynron, Thornhill, DG3 4LD 
 

Council Members   
Brian Lord  :  Mary Triffitt  :  Stuart Cavanagh   :  Alan Hawker 

 Janet Shankland  :  Dougie Muego  :  Liz Peel  : Joan Fleming  : Leona Hart 
 
 
 
 

Resident Cover Designer  Jane Parker-Clark 
‗Helianthus‘ - watercolour 

 
 
 

Website:  www.dumfriesandgallowayfineartsociety.org.uk 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Picture Framer 
at 

The Ottersburn Gallery 
Bespoke Framing & Gilding 

 
2A Nith Avenue 

Dumfries  DG1 1EF 
Telephone: 01387 247128 

Opening Times: Tues  -  Friday 10am  -  5.30pm 
Saturday  10 am  -  4pm 

 
10% discount for Society members. 

 

 

 
 
 

Changes of addresses, email or telephone:  should be notified to :  
Bertram Aitchison, Secretary, Trentham Lodge, Haywood Road, Moffat,  

DG10 9BU 
 
 

The Society‘s website at 
www.dumfriesandgallowayfneartsociety.org.uk  

is kept up to date with forthcoming events and information 
 

Application forms and Standing Order forms can be printed from the site 
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