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The Council 
 

President   
Mrs Margaret Robb 

Windsover Cottage, Dunscore Road, Dumfries DG2 0UB 
 

Chairman    
David Rose 

Reeds, Castle Loch, Lochmaben, DG11 1NN  Telephone: 01387 810010 
 

Secretary   
Bertram Aitchison QPM 

Trentham Lodge, Haywood Road, Moffat, DG10 9BU 
Telephone: 01683 221718  E-mail: fin19@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer and Magazine Editor   
Fiona Robertson 

Hawthornbank, Bankend Road, Dumfries, DG1 4QS 
Telephone: 01387 257664 E-mail: fionaerobertson@hotmail.com 

 
 

Annual Exhibitions Co-ordinator   
Kathleen Woods 

East Birkhill Cottage, Tynron, Thornhill, DG3 4LD 
Email: woods664@btinternet.com 

 
Council Members   

Brian Lord  :    Stuart Cavanagh   :  Alan Hawker 
 Janet Shankland  :    Liz Peel  : Joan Fleming  : Leona Hart 

 
Co-opted Member 

Chris Otty 
 

Resident Cover Artist:  Jane Parker-Clark 
Resident Cartoonist:  Richard Whiting 

 
 
 

Website:  www.dumfriesandgallowayfineartsociety.org.uk 
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Proprietor Phil Currie 
 

43 Buccleuch Street, Dumfries, DG1 2AB 
 

Tel 01387 266426 
Mob 07871296662 

Email:  phils.frames@btconnect.com 
 

Hours: 
Monday to Friday 9.00 to 5.30 

Saturday 9.00 to 4.00 
 

10% discount for Society members 

 
 

DRAWING AND PAINTING  
SUMMER CLASSES 

 
Life Drawing: 9th to 13th July 

Drawing and Painting: 6th to 10th August 
 

TUTOR SAM MULLEN 
Classes meet at Solway House Studio, Crichton, Campus 

 
Telephone 01576 470468 
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EDITORIAL   
 
2012 should be a year to remember, what with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the 
Olympics.  Our own programme doesn’t of course scale those heights, but we are  
holding five Summer Workshops instead of only four and a third exhibition  
(unselected) in Castle Douglas in addition to our usual Annual and Christmas  
Exhibitions. 
 
The Summer Workshops with first rate tutors look particularly exciting, and hopefully will 
appeal to all members.  I suggest early application!  The Winter Programme has  
continued to attract an average of 45 members—proof I think of the quality of the artists 
and their demonstrations. 
 
Someone made a comment to the Chairman that the ‘magazine was very 
nice but it would be good to read different articles’.  What a good idea!  
As Editor, I’d be delighted to receive articles from members instead of 
having to hunt them down!  My thanks go to the contributors for their  
articles all of which take time and effort to produce. 

                                                                    

Annan Water Framing 
 

Bespoke Picture Framing 
 

Trevor D. Bevis GCF 
Moorland House, 

Annan Water, Moffat, DG10 9LS 
Phone: 01683 221971 : E-mail: t.bevis@btinternet.com 

 
 

10% discount for members of Dumfries & Galloway Fine Arts Society 
Home visits by arrangement 
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Open Christmas Exhibition at the DGRI 

 
This year fifty four members submitted 103 paintings for exhibition at the 
Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary Christmas Exhibition.  As always the 
standard of painting was very good and 12 works of art were sold. Many 
congratulations to all the successful artists. 
 
We felt very disappointed in the standard of hanging the exhibition this year 
but unfortunately after the works are delivered by the artists they are 
handed over to the DGRI and are hung by their own  technicians.  All the 
works were displayed, but it is unfortunate that some were in the Dining 
Room annexe on the lower floor. 
 
Thank you to the Hospital and in particular Janette Park for the  
arrangements made on our behalf and thank you to my colleagues for all 
the help and support on the handing in and collection days. 
 
      Kathleen Woods 
      Exhibitions Co-ordinator 



  Membership Announcements and Notices 
 
Welcome to the following new members since September:  Rosemary Black, 
Neil Cockayne, Susan Dixon, Sarah Hannah, Shirley Henderson, Heather and David 
Kay, Natasha Kimstach, Elizabeth Knowles, Siobhan McDonald, Prentice,  
Irene Rodgers, Nicholas Spencer 

 
 

 
 
 

Copy for articles/advertisements for the Autumn magazine to be in the hands of  
the Editor by 3rd September 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
/continued from page 11 
 
About 10 years before this infamous event Gavin Hamilton had excavated numerous 
fragments of a large vase at the site of Hadrian’s Villa at Tivoli and sold them to  
Sir William Hamilton who had the vase reconstructed at great expense. It was completed 
by 1778 and included in his collection but, unable to interest the British Museum in its  
purchase he gave it to Charles’ brother the  2nd  Earl of Warwick, by whose name it has 
since been known and has become one of the most coveted objects in Europe. 

 After it was sold in London in 1978 and 
purchased by the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York, the Warwick Vase 
was declared an object of national  
importance, and an export license was 
delayed.    Matching funds were raised, 
and, as it was not of sufficient  
archaeological value for the British  
Museum, it found a sympathetic home at 
the Burrell Collection, Glasgow.    
Standing at ten feet tall, and weighing 
more than eight tons, It is a magnificent 
Roman relic of the   2nd C. AD.                                        The Warwick Vase                                           
It now stands in the middle of the museum’s internal courtyard as a permanent memorial 
to Gavin Hamilton, at least for those who know who he is !                                       
                                                                                                     Bertram Aitchison 
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Dumfries & Galloway Fine Arts Society 

Annual General Meeting 
Will be held on Friday  13th April 2012 at 7.30pm 

In Gracefield Arts Centre, Dumfries 
followed by a short film on the Orcadian artist 

Sylvia Wishart 
 

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME—Coffee/tea and biscuits 

 
 

Changes of addresses, email or telephone:  should be notified to :  
Bertram Aitchison, Secretary, Trentham Lodge, Haywood Road, Moffat,  

DG10 9BU 
Telephone 01683 221718 

email@ fin19@btinternet.com 
 

The Society’s website at www.dumfriesandgallowayfneartsociety.org.uk  
is kept up to date with forthcoming events and information 
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Chairman’s Comments                                         David Rose 
 
It seems as though the art world is on fire! David Hockney appears in almost every edition 
of the newspapers, on the TV almost every day, and with frequent interviews on radio. The 
Leonardo exhibition in London was a sell out and the Lucian Freud at the National Portrait 
Gallery looks to be heading the same way. The Hockney at the Royal Academy was almost 
a sell out before it started in January.  The National Portrait Gallery in Edinburgh, I am  
reliably informed, is magnificent since its recent extensive refurbishment. The Cadell  
exhibition at the Gallery of Modern Art in Edinburgh is also superb, illustrating Cadell's  
stunning use of colour. 
 
It looks as though we are in the middle of a technology revolution in art as well. Hockney’s 
use of the Apple IPad2 en plein air to draw in black and white or in full colour produces  
stunning results. Then to be able to send the results to anyone, anywhere, at any time,  
reduce or enlarge, print or simply store is extraordinary.  I can’t wait to have a go with one!  
As Hockney says, ‘Inspiration - she does not visit the lazy’. . . I’d better get on with the  
Society’s affairs. 
 
Closer to home—it was good that we sold twelve pictures at the Christmas Exhibition even 
though the ‘hanging’ by the Hospital left much to be desired.  We are in the middle of a  
series of first rate demonstrations in the Winter Programme. Even the traditional ‘crit night’ 
saw an almost full house for Patti Lean’s  constructive comments. Scarcely a  
demonstration goes by without it having an influence on my approach next time I pick  
up a pencil or paint brush. 
 
Alan Hawker has got us off the ground with another ‘On the Road’ Exhibition. Castle  
Douglas Library is the venue in May. Once again it will be an unselected exhibition, but 
because of the size of the gallery, we will have to limit the number of entries to one per 
member and only the first 70 applicants will be accepted. So get your pens ready to fill in 
the Application Form overleaf. 
 
Please take note of the change in dates for our major exhibition at the Gracefield this year. 
It is much later; ‘ handing in’ on Saturday, 1st September, opening on 8th September and 
running through to the 7th October.  It was not your Council’s choice to put the dates back 
but we were presented with a fait accompli by Gracefield Art Centre. 
 
Hopefully we will be blessed with a long dry summer this year which will 
stimulate us into producing great works! 
        David 

 
/continued from page 7 
 
This year’s exhibition coincides with the Queen’s Jubilee, the first weekend in June, 
but I understand that she is unlikely to attend as she has other invitations already. 
Everybody else is welcome to come, to browse and to chat, and perhaps stop for a 
cup of tea and a biscuit. 
 
When we wrote the last time we encouraged others to form their own groups and I 
know that this has been taken up in at least 2 other places. I believe that Thornhill 
and Lochmaben boast new groups and there may well be more. (Perhaps, we should 
have a list of these fledgling groups for all of us to see and maybe join). 
 
If there are other budding artists of whatever level who feel that they would enjoy 
something of the sort that we have taken on………. take the plunge. . you will not 
regret it.  Wherever you live in the DAGFAS area it is a safe bet that living within 10 
miles of you there will be a couple of dozen or so would be Picassos who might like to 
enjoy the adventure with you. You only have to find them.  You might even use this  
magazine to help discover those good friends that you have not yet met. 
 
And best wishes in your efforts… 
 
     from Nick Bass and Hightae Boys and Girls 
 

  
 

HIGHTAE ARTISTS GROUP 
 

EXHIBITION 
 

at 
 

ROYAL FOUR TOWNS HALL, HIGHTAE 
(signposted from Lochmaben to Dalton road) 

on 
Saturday and Sunday  2nd and 3rd June 

 
10.00am to 4.30pm 
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“FINE ARTS ON THE ROAD”  
CASTLE DOUGLAS ART GALLERY, MARKET HILL LIBRARY 

 
Dumfries and Galloway Fine Arts Society members are invited to submit one painting or 
artwork for the above Exhibition running from 2nd May 2012 to 12th May 2012  
 
In order that a list of exhibitors and works can be prepared a  completed application 
form must be sent to Alan R Hawker, co-ordinator at 17 Woodlands Court, Newbridge, 
Dumfries DG2 0LE by 30th March 2012, Tel No 01387 720567. Only the first 70  
applications to be received will be entered. 
 
Each painting must be no larger than 2`6 x 2`6 or 76cm x 76cm, including frame.  The 
artwork must be labelled with the title, medium, name and address of artist and the 
price.  Please use own label and affix to back of painting.  Paintings must be 
framed, unless box canvas, with rings and cord fixed to frame ready for hanging. 
 
The artwork along with an entry fee of £3.00 to be handed in to the Hanging Committee 
at the Castle Douglas Gallery on 1st May from 12 till 2pm.  Sales commission to DGRC 
will be15%. The Exhibition will be open each day from 10.30am – 4pm.  Artworks not 
sold can be collected from the Exhibition on Sunday 13th May between 2pm – 4pm.  
Volunteers will be required to staff the Gallery during the Exhibition.   
 

           APPLICATION FORM 
 

Name of Artist :- 
 
Address:- 
 
E-Mail Address:-                                                                    Tele No:- 
 
 
Title:- 
 
Medium:-                                                                                 Price:- 
 
 
Volunteer to staff Exhibition:-  YES / NO 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

HIGHTAE BOYS AND GIRLS 
School Report 2011 

 
 
It’s a couple of years since I reported on the setting up of a group of like minded people, 
mainly of a certain age, who had decided that we should get together and indulge  
ourselves by meeting regularly each week………..to paint.  At the beginning there were 
just half a dozen of us. By the time that the first article had been typed the founding half 
dozen had swelled to become  a gang of seventeen….. and had even been brave 
enough to stage an exhibition! 
 
And there is more 
 
After 2 years we can report that this group is no flash in the pan. We continue to flourish 
and there are now 20 of us.  We have reached the point when there is not that much  
room when we have a full turn-out and we have, with regret, to accept that there is just 
no space left for new prospective members. 
 
Success can have its drawbacks. 
 
Not everyone will remember all of the previous report word for word and by heart, so 
here is a reminder of how we operate. 
 
There are no leaders and no committee (unless you consider the consensus of 20 to be  
looked upon as a committee). We meet for most of the year regularly each Wednesday 
morning for 3 hours and do our own thing without the interruption of telephones and all 
of those diversions that always disrupt us when we try to work at home. 
 
There are no teachers or structured meetings but we all take breaks to wander around to 
see how our friends are getting on and derive great benefit as their ideas, styles and 
successes rub off on each of us……….and of course there is coffee, tea and biscuits. 
 
Our exhibitions have been a great success, especially for those who may have been 
daunted because they had not shown their work before. Last year our newest members 
were our best sellers. How’s that for success? 
 

                                                                                       /continued on page 20 
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Print and Stationery costs included the winter programme pocket card ( £50 ) and a 
supply of new exhibition labels (£330 ) Our capital expenditure was for a camcorder in 
use at the winter programme. 
 
There are still around 70 members who continue to pay by cheque and many of them 
need more than one reminder. This can effectively reduce their subscription by over 70 
pence.  This year (2011) there were over 50 members who did not increase the  
subscription payment.  A plea for these members to convert to standing order is 
strongly made.  Grateful thanks were extended to those who have changed to the s/o 
procedure. 
Accounts proposed by Brian Lord and seconded by Kathleen Woods. 
 
6. Appointment of Auditor—Tom Aitken was reappointed 
 
7. Election of Executive Council 
A revised version of the paper in the Spring Magazine was circulated and the  
nominations therein accepted as follows. 
Margaret Robb  President David Rose  Chairman   
Fiona Robertson   Treasurer Bertram Aitchison Secretary 
 
Members 
Kathleen Woods, Brian Lord, Janet Shankland, Stuart Cavanagh, Alan Hawker  
Elizabeth Peel, Joan Fleming, Leona Hart 
       
8. AOB 
Sheila Payne raised the prospect of membership status being conflated into one  
category but after discussion the Chairman precluded that option without dissent from 
the floor. 
Liz Evans raised the issue of selection procedures which she had sent in response to 
the Members’ Survey article in the Spring Magazine.  Her opinion about each member 
having a right to an unselected picture in the Summer Exhibition drew a discussion from 
the floor, which extended into whether there should any selection procedures at all.  
The Chairman assured the meeting that the results of the Survey being conducted 
would received earnest consideration in Council when complete. 
As a pointer to support for the ‘selection v non selection’ issue he took a straw poll from 
the floor which resulted in five to one in favour of selections.      
                             
The meeting closed at 8.15pm 



   
 
 

SUMMER WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 2012 
BOOKING FORM  

 
Workshops are £15 per person per workshop  

(unless otherwise stated)  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
NAME ..................................................................................................... 
 
Email for confirmation......................................................................Telephone....................... 
 
I ENLOSE CHEQUE/PO FOR £  .................... 
(payable to Dumfries & Galloway Fine Arts Society) 
 
Please indicate which workshop(s) you wish to attend and send the  
completed form, together with full payment to: 
Leona Hart 
Stonecroft, 
Ashford Crescent 
Lockerbie DG11 2BG 
 
If you require a receipt—please enclose an sae with your form.     Confirmation will only     
be sent by email. 

 
 17 8 

4th May Lucianne Lasalle £20 Sculpture  .......... 
 
25th May Sam Mullen  £20 Life drawing  .......... 
 
15th June Pamela Grace  Pen and Ink  .......... 
 
22nd June Ewan McClure  Oil Painting  .......... 
 
29th June Joseph Maxwell-Stuart Watercolours  .......... 

 
Minutes 2011 AGM 
 
1. Apologies 
Jane Parker Clark, John Fairgrieve, Olivia Richardson, John Colbeck, Stuart Cavanagh,  
Jane and Peter Lashmar, Ed Baxter, Ian Turnbull, Lynda Burns, Alice Ferguson,  
Melville Brotherston 
 
2. Minutes of the AGM - April 2010 
Approved: Proposed by Brian Lord & seconded by Nick Bass 
 
3. Matters Arising 
None 
 
4. Chairman’s Report 
Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and commented on the good turn out of 44 people. He 
then made the following points: 
No changes to the constitution were proposed this year. 
Many thanks to those who had attended the winter programme, averaging about 50 per talk.  
Links with Spring Fling artists meant that several came as speakers.  The Summer workshops 
had gone well even requiring two extra days and involving 70 members. 
The hallmark of the Society is team work and thanks were due to Dougie Muego for a thorough 
review of purpose and direction; Melville Brotherston for his initiatives which resulted in 15  
professional artists joining and an outreach exhibition being mounted at Tolbooth;  
Fiona Robertson for her sterling work with a superb magazine and the consolidation of a stylish 
and functional  website; Kathleen Woods for the smooth running of the Summer and Christmas 
Exhibitions and Bertram Aitchison for the purchase and introduction of a video camera to  
enhance the delivery at winter talks.  The issue of a ‘professional category’ of membership had 
been earnestly discussed but ruled out by Council.  Someone as an assistant to the treasurer 
would be welcome. 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
In the year to 31st December 2010 there was a surplus of £155; a £120 increase from previous 
year; the 2010 accounts were included in the Spring Magazine. 
Points of difference from 2009 
Increase in income is because of the rise in subscriptions, but some members cancelled and 
many are still paying £7.50 
Workshop fees appear higher as did the corresponding costs, because two extra days were 
organised. The Annual Exhibition fee total includes £104 from the Tolbooth Exhibition. The D&G 
Council commission fee remains at 30%. The reduction in Exhibition costs is because no  
catalogue was produced. 



   
 
 

The 2012 Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held in Studio 2,  
Gracefield Arts Centre, 28, Edinburgh Road, Dumfries,  

on Friday 13th  April at 7.30pm 
 

Agenda 
 
1. Apologies 
2. Minutes of the AGM - April 2011 
3. Matters Arising 
4. Chairman’s report 
5. Treasurer’s report  
7. Appointment of Auditor 
8. Election of Executive Council – shown below 
9. A.O.B. 

Election of Executive Council – 2012 
Rule (4) (1):- Office Bearers are elected annually 
Rule (4)(1) Hon President is elected annually but time limited to 3 years. 
The following Office Bearers have been proposed and seconded as candidates by 
members of the Council. 
President  - Margaret Robb  
Chairman - David Rose 
Secretary -  Bertram Aitchison 
Treasurer -  Chris Otty 
The following is proposed and seconded by members of the Council. 
Fiona Robertson 
The following Council member has reached the end of his three year term and is willing 
to stand again. He is proposed and seconded by members of the Council. 
 Brian Lord 
The remaining Council members are in mid-term. 
Janet Shankland, Stuart Cavanagh, Alan Hawker, Elizabeth Peel, Joan Fleming  
Leona Hart, Kathleen Woods 
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SUMMER WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 2012 
 

Workshops are being held at Gracefield Arts Centre Studios from  
10.00am to 4.00pm unless stated 

 Rule 6 of the Society’s Constitution allows for up to twelve members in addition to      
the Office Bearers.  Any further nominations in accordance with Rules 4(11) and  
 5(c) are welcome. 

4th May    Lucianne Lasalle       Sculpture and the Model                 £20                                            
(An additional charge will be made at the class for clay at £8.00 per ½ bag plus 
a charge of £10.00 to fire work if required) 
Equipment:  Newspaper. Plastic bag. Fruit or veg. box with wooden board  
inside to take work home. Pencil. Optional – modelling tools & sketch pad. 
 
25th May  Sam Mullen                Life Drawing attired children         £20    
Solway House Studio, Crichton Campus 
Equipment:    All materials supplied at the class 
 
15th June Pamela Grace            Working with Pen and Ink 
Equipment:  Watercolour/Acrylic paint and watercolour paper. Large wash 
brush. Daler Rowney FW Acrylic artists’ ink (if available). Some materials  
supplied on the day. 
 
22nd June Ewan McClure            Oil Painting Without Solvents 
Fumes from turpentine and white spirits have been proven harmful to some as 
are some low odour solvents marketed as safe. I will show you how to make 
safe media to improve glazing and handling properties of tube oil paint, and 
demonstrate their proper use to achieve a range of effects. 
Equipment:  Oil paints /palette /stretched canvas or board and some ‘Still Life’ 
material of your choosing, or photo reference 
 
29th June Joseph Maxwell-Stuart      Highland Landscape in Watercolour 
The completion of 2 watercolour paintings 
Equipment:  Watercolour paper and paints 

LUNCHES etc There are cafes at the venues where you can  
purchase lunch and snacks 

 
CONTACT telephone enquiries to Leona Hart 01576 202602 



  
 
                              
 

  

 
 
 
A Man of his Time        Bertram Aitchison 
 
In 1798 Gavin Hamilton died in Rome.  He was 75 years of age having enjoyed a  
fulfilling life as a painter and dealer in antiques. Born in Lanark he was a distant relative 
of the Dukes of Hamilton; he made a career for himself in the arts, and by all accounts 
was a reliable and honest man.  He prospered in dealings with his clients, who were 
drawn from those in thrall with the classical past.  His paintings were of a style which we 
now call neo-classical and were mainly bought by those on the Grand Tour.  They now 
inhabit art galleries around the world. His archaeological work uncovered antique  
sculpture which can be found in the Burrell Collection, the British Museum and the  
Vatican. But, by and large, he is a forgotten man. No one has written a full biography of 
him and he has only acquired a cameo role in the annals of art history. 
 
A good example of his painting style is this scene from Homer's Iliad showing Hector, 
the commander of the Trojan army and son of the King of Troy saying farewell to his 
wife and son on the eve of the battle that would cost him his life. The work was the last 
in an ambitious cycle of six paintings by Hamilton illustrating the Iliad, a popular subject 
among artists from the 1760s onwards. Today, only three of the cycle survive.  

Purchased by the Duke of  
Hamilton from the artist in 
Rome c.1776, the picture 
remained with the family 
until its acquisition by the 
Hunterian Art Gallery of 
the University of Glasgow, 
where Gavin Hamilton had 
been a student. 

 

 
          Hector's Farewell to Andromache, c.1775-80                             
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Add to this the whole new world of online social networking such as Facebook, Twitter 
and Blogging and you can guarantee you don’t have a moment to sit about drinking tea 
and reading magazines! 
 
I think one of our strongest talents is our eye for installing an exhibition and displaying 
ceramics, glass and sculpture around the gallery. We have very similar visual tastes and 
both always agree on where pictures should be hung - we never leave a painting if we 
think it could look better elsewhere in the gallery. Hanging all five exhibiting spaces 
takes about three days but all the other preparations such as typing and making the  
labels and updating the 
web site take much, 
much, longer. There 
are never enough 
hours in a day in the 
run up to a new  
exhibition opening. 
 
We have six exhibition 
openings a year and 
we mail invitations to 
hundreds of customers 
on our mailing list. 
Stuffing envelopes in 
front of the TV                                        Zoe and Jill outside the Gallery 
is a common occurrence in our household! We serve wine at our exhibition openings 
and Pimms for our August  opening, and during these busy times we are ably assisted 
by some wonderful helpers. The openings are always very enjoyable, social affairs and 
have become a chance for people to catch up with friends, chat to artists and snap up a  
painting before someone else comes along and buys it! 
 
If you have never been to the gallery do pop in and see us. You can also browse a  
lot of our artwork on our web site, and sign up for our email newsletters there too. Read 
about the daily happenings in the gallery on our Blog, or become a friend of the gallery 
on Facebook. 
 
                                                                                                      Zoe  Blamire 
www.mcgillduncangallery.com 



   
 
 
A Gallery in Galloway                                    Zoe Blamire 
 
I made my first, and very important, art purchase from McGill  
Duncan Gallery when I was 14 years old. Little did I know that 17  
years later I’d own and run the gallery in partnership with my mother, 
Jill Blamire. 
 
The painting I bought was an E. A. Taylor charcoal drawing with watercolour of  
Palnackie. I drew out all my savings (a ‘PEP’ my granny had started for me) to buy that 
painting. I have never regretted the decision, and the painting has appreciated far more 
than if the money had still been sitting in a bank account. 
 
I understand the way good art enhances your life so I am delighted when I see  
customers fall in love with a painting in the gallery.  I know how happy they’ll feel when 
they take it home and find the perfect place for it in their home because I have done the 
same many times myself. 
 
Running a gallery has changed somewhat from the 1980s when I was first introduced to 
the pleasures of starting an art collection. Back then the gallery sold antiques and  
paintings from the 19th century, it didn’t have a web site and the only way customers 
knew about exhibition openings was through a simple card in the post. 
 
We now have a contemporary exhibition programme throughout the year and  
concentrate the 19th century paintings in one exhibition a year, in August. The antiques 
have been replaced by a wealth of contemporary ceramics. Jill and I have a special 
interest in ceramics and are avid collectors ourselves, we represent some of the best 
potters in the UK and we are proud of our growing reputation in this field. 
 
Five years ago, when we bought the gallery after the previous owner  
Niall McGill Duncan retired, we couldn’t really have imagined how hectic our lives were 
about to become. Sitting tranquilly behind a desk flicking through art magazines is a 
popular myth about running a gallery. We had to learn many new skills such as web 
design, accounting, mailing list management, exhibition programming, advertising and 
marketing and desktop publishing.                            
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Not only was Hamilton a painter, he also acquired pictures for others, the most famous 
being The Virgin of the Rocks by Leonardo da Vinci. It was painted around 1508 for 
the chapel of the Confraternity of the Immaculate Conception, in the church of San 
Francesco Maggiore in Milan.  The finished work was then sent to France (now in the 
Louvre)  and Leonardo painted a replacement. That was sold by the church, very likely 
in 1781, and certainly by 1785, when it was bought by Hamilton, who took it to  
England. After passing through various collections, it was bought by the National  
Gallery, London, in 1880. In company with the Louvre version it was the centrepiece of 
the Leonardo Exhibition in London which ended in January 2012. 
 
In the same year that Hamilton began painting 
Hector’ Farewell  he was also acting as an 
agent for the English country gentleman, 
Charles Townley, and whilst excavating a site 
at the port of Ostia, near Rome, he found two 
figures of Venus in the baths of Emperor 
Claudius. They were brought to England and 
installed in Townley’s London home where in 
1781 they were included in a painting by 
Johan Zoffany of Townley sitting amidst his 
collection of sculpture.  The Townley Venus, 
as it is now known, is prominent behind the 
seated collector and his dog. It has proved to 
be among the finest examples of antique 

statuary in the world and 
together with many other 
works in Townley’s collection was purchased by the British  
Museum when he died in 1805.  
 
In the painting by Zoffany, standing behind a marble bust, there is 
a man wearing a red coat who is Charles Greville, brother of the 
second Earl of Warwick and nephew of Sir William Hamilton, the 
British Ambassador to the Kingdom Naples. In 1783, within two 
years of this picture being painted, Charles had run into serious 
debt and needed to marry an heiress. His uncle William agreed to 
assist by relieving him of his mistress, Emma Hart, and took her to 
Naples. marrying her in 1791. She became Lord Nelson’s  
mistress. Charles Greville never did marry. 

                                                                                /continued on page 21 



   
ANNUAL EXHIBITION 2012  

 
The 85th  Annual Exhibition will be held in GRACEFIELD ARTS CENTRE, from  

Saturday  8th September to Saturday 6th October 
 
HANDING-IN DAY at Gracefield is SATURDAY 1st September from 12 noon to 4pm. 
Official labels and schedules may be applied for from the Exhibition Co-ordinator, Kathleen 
Woods, East Birkhill, Tynron, Thornhill DG3 4LD, stating number required and enclosing a 
stamped addressed A4 envelope.  Telephone enquiries to K. Woods on 01848 200175. 
 
Official labels and schedules may also be obtained from: 
 THE MAXWELLTON GALLERY, 12 Galloway Street, Dumfries DG2 7AG 
 GRACEFIELD ARTS CENTRE, 28 Edinburgh Road, Dumfries DG1 1NW 
 CHAMBERS ART GALLERY, High Street, Moffat 
 GALLOWAY GEMS, 130-132 King Street, Castle Douglas 
 OTTERSBURN GALLERY, 2 Nith Avenue, Dumfries 
 PROJECT ART, High Street, Lockerbie 
Labels must display in BLOCK CAPITALS: 
 1. Exhibiting name of artist and address 
 2. Medium 
 3. Artist’s name 
 4. Address 
 5. Price (mark NFS if not for sale) 
 
Please note: In order to avoid difficulty to the Society stemming from COPYRIGHT 
LEGISLATION, all schedules should be signed by the artist at the appropriate part confirming 
that all works submitted are original works. Information on the schedule must tally with that on 
the labels and completed schedules must accompany works submitted. 
That portion of the schedule to be returned to Members informing them of works accepted and/or 
rejected must bear the artist’s name and address and have appropriate postage stamp affixed. 

 
Only Members and Associate Members whose current subscription is paid on or before 
the 28th February 2012 may submit work as follows: 

 
Full Members:  6 items in total but no more than 3 in any one category 
Associate Members:  4 items in total but no more than 2 in any one category  
  
Categories will be: 
1) Paintings      3) Sculpture 
2) Drawings, Monochromes & Fine Art Prints  4) Crafts 
   
Submission fees of £2.00 per item submitted will be payable by all members. 

 
 

 

 
Dumfries and Galloway Council charge the Society commission on sales at 30%.  The Society, 
once again, is waiving the 5% deduction that it normally takes toward Society funds.  On each 
£100.00 sale the exhibitor will receive £70.00         Admission to the Exhibition is free. 
 
The following rules will be applied to items submitted: 
 
1. No direct copies of other artist’s work or commercial work will be included. 
2. Work must not have been exhibited in any previous Exhibition of the Society. 
3. Exhibitors will not be allowed more than one item marked ‘Not for Sale’. 
4. Rings and cords, with rings affixed not more than one-third from the top of the painting, 
 must be on the works.  Large rings on large pictures.  Long strings on all pictures. 
5. The details on the tie-on label will be those on which information will be based. 
6. Works in unusual frames (i.e. metal frames) or those which would be awkward to hang  
 or display may have to be rejected on these grounds alone, regardless of artistic merit. 
7. Photo prints or Colour Laser copies will not be accepted and all Fine Art Prints must be 
 clearly indicated as such, by the artist, on the print, in the customary manner. 
8. No reject works to be uplifted on Preview Members’ Night. 
9. Only box canvases (minimum 5cm deep) will be accepted unframed. 
10. The Council reserve the right to reject works seen as inappropriate for this exhibition. 
 
Rejected works must be collected during the period SATURDAY 8th September and SATURDAY   
6th October during the hours when the Exhibition is open. 
 
Works hung, but unsold on Closing Day, must be collected by the artist or his/her agent on  
SUNDAY 7th October  between 12 noon and 4pm.  THEREAFTER THE SOCIETY  
ACCEPTS NO FURTHER RESPONSIBILITY 
 
Please keep this notice for reference, as no further information regarding the Annual Exhibition 
will be circulated. 
 
 
  PREVIEW NIGHT, Friday 7th September 2012  from 7.30-9.30pm 
 

There will be no charges for tickets for members on Preview night 
Tickets will be available on Handing-in Day or on the night 

 
 

Assistance Please 
Lots of helpers will be required for Handing-in, Selection Day and during the 

Hanging of the Exhibition.  If you have time available please contact the Exhibition  
Co-ordinator – address opposite. 
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A Gallery in Galloway                                    Zoe Blamire 
 
I made my first, and very important, art purchase from McGill  
Duncan Gallery when I was 14 years old. Little did I know that 17  
years later I’d own and run the gallery in partnership with my mother, 
Jill Blamire. 
 
The painting I bought was an E. A. Taylor charcoal drawing with watercolour of  
Palnackie. I drew out all my savings (a ‘PEP’ my granny had started for me) to buy that 
painting. I have never regretted the decision, and the painting has appreciated far more 
than if the money had still been sitting in a bank account. 
 
I understand the way good art enhances your life so I am delighted when I see  
customers fall in love with a painting in the gallery.  I know how happy they’ll feel when 
they take it home and find the perfect place for it in their home because I have done the 
same many times myself. 
 
Running a gallery has changed somewhat from the 1980s when I was first introduced to 
the pleasures of starting an art collection. Back then the gallery sold antiques and  
paintings from the 19th century, it didn’t have a web site and the only way customers 
knew about exhibition openings was through a simple card in the post. 
 
We now have a contemporary exhibition programme throughout the year and  
concentrate the 19th century paintings in one exhibition a year, in August. The antiques 
have been replaced by a wealth of contemporary ceramics. Jill and I have a special 
interest in ceramics and are avid collectors ourselves, we represent some of the best 
potters in the UK and we are proud of our growing reputation in this field. 
 
Five years ago, when we bought the gallery after the previous owner  
Niall McGill Duncan retired, we couldn’t really have imagined how hectic our lives were 
about to become. Sitting tranquilly behind a desk flicking through art magazines is a 
popular myth about running a gallery. We had to learn many new skills such as web 
design, accounting, mailing list management, exhibition programming, advertising and 
marketing and desktop publishing.                            
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Not only was Hamilton a painter, he also acquired pictures for others, the most famous 
being The Virgin of the Rocks by Leonardo da Vinci. It was painted around 1508 for 
the chapel of the Confraternity of the Immaculate Conception, in the church of San 
Francesco Maggiore in Milan.  The finished work was then sent to France (now in the 
Louvre)  and Leonardo painted a replacement. That was sold by the church, very likely 
in 1781, and certainly by 1785, when it was bought by Hamilton, who took it to  
England. After passing through various collections, it was bought by the National  
Gallery, London, in 1880. In company with the Louvre version it was the centrepiece of 
the Leonardo Exhibition in London which ended in January 2012. 
 
In the same year that Hamilton began painting 
Hector’ Farewell  he was also acting as an 
agent for the English country gentleman, 
Charles Townley, and whilst excavating a site 
at the port of Ostia, near Rome, he found two 
figures of Venus in the baths of Emperor 
Claudius. They were brought to England and 
installed in Townley’s London home where in 
1781 they were included in a painting by 
Johan Zoffany of Townley sitting amidst his 
collection of sculpture.  The Townley Venus, 
as it is now known, is prominent behind the 
seated collector and his dog. It has proved to 
be among the finest examples of antique 

statuary in the world and 
together with many other 
works in Townley’s collection was purchased by the British  
Museum when he died in 1805.  
 
In the painting by Zoffany, standing behind a marble bust, there is 
a man wearing a red coat who is Charles Greville, brother of the 
second Earl of Warwick and nephew of Sir William Hamilton, the 
British Ambassador to the Kingdom Naples. In 1783, within two 
years of this picture being painted, Charles had run into serious 
debt and needed to marry an heiress. His uncle William agreed to 
assist by relieving him of his mistress, Emma Hart, and took her to 
Naples. marrying her in 1791. She became Lord Nelson’s  
mistress. Charles Greville never did marry. 

                                                                                /continued on page 21 



  
 
                              
 

  

 
 
 
A Man of his Time        Bertram Aitchison 
 
In 1798 Gavin Hamilton died in Rome.  He was 75 years of age having enjoyed a  
fulfilling life as a painter and dealer in antiques. Born in Lanark he was a distant relative 
of the Dukes of Hamilton; he made a career for himself in the arts, and by all accounts 
was a reliable and honest man.  He prospered in dealings with his clients, who were 
drawn from those in thrall with the classical past.  His paintings were of a style which we 
now call neo-classical and were mainly bought by those on the Grand Tour.  They now 
inhabit art galleries around the world. His archaeological work uncovered antique  
sculpture which can be found in the Burrell Collection, the British Museum and the  
Vatican. But, by and large, he is a forgotten man. No one has written a full biography of 
him and he has only acquired a cameo role in the annals of art history. 
 
A good example of his painting style is this scene from Homer's Iliad showing Hector, 
the commander of the Trojan army and son of the King of Troy saying farewell to his 
wife and son on the eve of the battle that would cost him his life. The work was the last 
in an ambitious cycle of six paintings by Hamilton illustrating the Iliad, a popular subject 
among artists from the 1760s onwards. Today, only three of the cycle survive.  

Purchased by the Duke of  
Hamilton from the artist in 
Rome c.1776, the picture 
remained with the family 
until its acquisition by the 
Hunterian Art Gallery of 
the University of Glasgow, 
where Gavin Hamilton had 
been a student. 

 

 
          Hector's Farewell to Andromache, c.1775-80                             
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Add to this the whole new world of online social networking such as Facebook, Twitter 
and Blogging and you can guarantee you don’t have a moment to sit about drinking tea 
and reading magazines! 
 
I think one of our strongest talents is our eye for installing an exhibition and displaying 
ceramics, glass and sculpture around the gallery. We have very similar visual tastes and 
both always agree on where pictures should be hung - we never leave a painting if we 
think it could look better elsewhere in the gallery. Hanging all five exhibiting spaces 
takes about three days but all the other preparations such as typing and making the  
labels and updating the 
web site take much, 
much, longer. There 
are never enough 
hours in a day in the 
run up to a new  
exhibition opening. 
 
We have six exhibition 
openings a year and 
we mail invitations to 
hundreds of customers 
on our mailing list. 
Stuffing envelopes in 
front of the TV                                        Zoe and Jill outside the Gallery 
is a common occurrence in our household! We serve wine at our exhibition openings 
and Pimms for our August  opening, and during these busy times we are ably assisted 
by some wonderful helpers. The openings are always very enjoyable, social affairs and 
have become a chance for people to catch up with friends, chat to artists and snap up a  
painting before someone else comes along and buys it! 
 
If you have never been to the gallery do pop in and see us. You can also browse a  
lot of our artwork on our web site, and sign up for our email newsletters there too. Read 
about the daily happenings in the gallery on our Blog, or become a friend of the gallery 
on Facebook. 
 
                                                                                                      Zoe  Blamire 
www.mcgillduncangallery.com 



   
 
 

The 2012 Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held in Studio 2,  
Gracefield Arts Centre, 28, Edinburgh Road, Dumfries,  

on Friday 13th  April at 7.30pm 
 

Agenda 
 
1. Apologies 
2. Minutes of the AGM - April 2011 
3. Matters Arising 
4. Chairman’s report 
5. Treasurer’s report  
7. Appointment of Auditor 
8. Election of Executive Council – shown below 
9. A.O.B. 

Election of Executive Council – 2012 
Rule (4) (1):- Office Bearers are elected annually 
Rule (4)(1) Hon President is elected annually but time limited to 3 years. 
The following Office Bearers have been proposed and seconded as candidates by 
members of the Council. 
President  - Margaret Robb  
Chairman - David Rose 
Secretary -  Bertram Aitchison 
Treasurer -  Chris Otty 
The following is proposed and seconded by members of the Council. 
Fiona Robertson 
The following Council member has reached the end of his three year term and is willing 
to stand again. He is proposed and seconded by members of the Council. 
 Brian Lord 
The remaining Council members are in mid-term. 
Janet Shankland, Stuart Cavanagh, Alan Hawker, Elizabeth Peel, Joan Fleming  
Leona Hart, Kathleen Woods 
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SUMMER WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 2012 
 

Workshops are being held at Gracefield Arts Centre Studios from  
10.00am to 4.00pm unless stated 

 Rule 6 of the Society’s Constitution allows for up to twelve members in addition to      
the Office Bearers.  Any further nominations in accordance with Rules 4(11) and  
 5(c) are welcome. 

4th May    Lucianne Lasalle       Sculpture and the Model                 £20                                            
(An additional charge will be made at the class for clay at £8.00 per ½ bag plus 
a charge of £10.00 to fire work if required) 
Equipment:  Newspaper. Plastic bag. Fruit or veg. box with wooden board  
inside to take work home. Pencil. Optional – modelling tools & sketch pad. 
 
25th May  Sam Mullen                Life Drawing attired children         £20    
Solway House Studio, Crichton Campus 
Equipment:    All materials supplied at the class 
 
15th June Pamela Grace            Working with Pen and Ink 
Equipment:  Watercolour/Acrylic paint and watercolour paper. Large wash 
brush. Daler Rowney FW Acrylic artists’ ink (if available). Some materials  
supplied on the day. 
 
22nd June Ewan McClure            Oil Painting Without Solvents 
Fumes from turpentine and white spirits have been proven harmful to some as 
are some low odour solvents marketed as safe. I will show you how to make 
safe media to improve glazing and handling properties of tube oil paint, and 
demonstrate their proper use to achieve a range of effects. 
Equipment:  Oil paints /palette /stretched canvas or board and some ‘Still Life’ 
material of your choosing, or photo reference 
 
29th June Joseph Maxwell-Stuart      Highland Landscape in Watercolour 
The completion of 2 watercolour paintings 
Equipment:  Watercolour paper and paints 

LUNCHES etc There are cafes at the venues where you can  
purchase lunch and snacks 

 
CONTACT telephone enquiries to Leona Hart 01576 202602 



   
 
 

SUMMER WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 2012 
BOOKING FORM  

 
Workshops are £15 per person per workshop  

(unless otherwise stated)  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
NAME ..................................................................................................... 
 
Email for confirmation......................................................................Telephone....................... 
 
I ENLOSE CHEQUE/PO FOR £  .................... 
(payable to Dumfries & Galloway Fine Arts Society) 
 
Please indicate which workshop(s) you wish to attend and send the  
completed form, together with full payment to: 
Leona Hart 
Stonecroft, 
Ashford Crescent 
Lockerbie DG11 2BG 
 
If you require a receipt—please enclose an sae with your form.     Confirmation will only     
be sent by email. 
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4th May Lucianne Lasalle £20 Sculpture  .......... 
 
25th May Sam Mullen  £20 Life drawing  .......... 
 
15th June Pamela Grace  Pen and Ink  .......... 
 
22nd June Ewan McClure  Oil Painting  .......... 
 
29th June Joseph Maxwell-Stuart Watercolours  .......... 

 
Minutes 2011 AGM 
 
1. Apologies 
Jane Parker Clark, John Fairgrieve, Olivia Richardson, John Colbeck, Stuart Cavanagh,  
Jane and Peter Lashmar, Ed Baxter, Ian Turnbull, Lynda Burns, Alice Ferguson,  
Melville Brotherston 
 
2. Minutes of the AGM - April 2010 
Approved: Proposed by Brian Lord & seconded by Nick Bass 
 
3. Matters Arising 
None 
 
4. Chairman’s Report 
Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and commented on the good turn out of 44 people. He 
then made the following points: 
No changes to the constitution were proposed this year. 
Many thanks to those who had attended the winter programme, averaging about 50 per talk.  
Links with Spring Fling artists meant that several came as speakers.  The Summer workshops 
had gone well even requiring two extra days and involving 70 members. 
The hallmark of the Society is team work and thanks were due to Dougie Muego for a thorough 
review of purpose and direction; Melville Brotherston for his initiatives which resulted in 15  
professional artists joining and an outreach exhibition being mounted at Tolbooth;  
Fiona Robertson for her sterling work with a superb magazine and the consolidation of a stylish 
and functional  website; Kathleen Woods for the smooth running of the Summer and Christmas 
Exhibitions and Bertram Aitchison for the purchase and introduction of a video camera to  
enhance the delivery at winter talks.  The issue of a ‘professional category’ of membership had 
been earnestly discussed but ruled out by Council.  Someone as an assistant to the treasurer 
would be welcome. 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
In the year to 31st December 2010 there was a surplus of £155; a £120 increase from previous 
year; the 2010 accounts were included in the Spring Magazine. 
Points of difference from 2009 
Increase in income is because of the rise in subscriptions, but some members cancelled and 
many are still paying £7.50 
Workshop fees appear higher as did the corresponding costs, because two extra days were 
organised. The Annual Exhibition fee total includes £104 from the Tolbooth Exhibition. The D&G 
Council commission fee remains at 30%. The reduction in Exhibition costs is because no  
catalogue was produced. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

HIGHTAE BOYS AND GIRLS 
School Report 2011 

 
 
It’s a couple of years since I reported on the setting up of a group of like minded people, 
mainly of a certain age, who had decided that we should get together and indulge  
ourselves by meeting regularly each week………..to paint.  At the beginning there were 
just half a dozen of us. By the time that the first article had been typed the founding half 
dozen had swelled to become  a gang of seventeen….. and had even been brave 
enough to stage an exhibition! 
 
And there is more 
 
After 2 years we can report that this group is no flash in the pan. We continue to flourish 
and there are now 20 of us.  We have reached the point when there is not that much  
room when we have a full turn-out and we have, with regret, to accept that there is just 
no space left for new prospective members. 
 
Success can have its drawbacks. 
 
Not everyone will remember all of the previous report word for word and by heart, so 
here is a reminder of how we operate. 
 
There are no leaders and no committee (unless you consider the consensus of 20 to be  
looked upon as a committee). We meet for most of the year regularly each Wednesday 
morning for 3 hours and do our own thing without the interruption of telephones and all 
of those diversions that always disrupt us when we try to work at home. 
 
There are no teachers or structured meetings but we all take breaks to wander around to 
see how our friends are getting on and derive great benefit as their ideas, styles and 
successes rub off on each of us……….and of course there is coffee, tea and biscuits. 
 
Our exhibitions have been a great success, especially for those who may have been 
daunted because they had not shown their work before. Last year our newest members 
were our best sellers. How’s that for success? 
 

                                                                                       /continued on page 20 
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Print and Stationery costs included the winter programme pocket card ( £50 ) and a 
supply of new exhibition labels (£330 ) Our capital expenditure was for a camcorder in 
use at the winter programme. 
 
There are still around 70 members who continue to pay by cheque and many of them 
need more than one reminder. This can effectively reduce their subscription by over 70 
pence.  This year (2011) there were over 50 members who did not increase the  
subscription payment.  A plea for these members to convert to standing order is 
strongly made.  Grateful thanks were extended to those who have changed to the s/o 
procedure. 
Accounts proposed by Brian Lord and seconded by Kathleen Woods. 
 
6. Appointment of Auditor—Tom Aitken was reappointed 
 
7. Election of Executive Council 
A revised version of the paper in the Spring Magazine was circulated and the  
nominations therein accepted as follows. 
Margaret Robb  President David Rose  Chairman   
Fiona Robertson   Treasurer Bertram Aitchison Secretary 
 
Members 
Kathleen Woods, Brian Lord, Janet Shankland, Stuart Cavanagh, Alan Hawker  
Elizabeth Peel, Joan Fleming, Leona Hart 
       
8. AOB 
Sheila Payne raised the prospect of membership status being conflated into one  
category but after discussion the Chairman precluded that option without dissent from 
the floor. 
Liz Evans raised the issue of selection procedures which she had sent in response to 
the Members’ Survey article in the Spring Magazine.  Her opinion about each member 
having a right to an unselected picture in the Summer Exhibition drew a discussion from 
the floor, which extended into whether there should any selection procedures at all.  
The Chairman assured the meeting that the results of the Survey being conducted 
would received earnest consideration in Council when complete. 
As a pointer to support for the ‘selection v non selection’ issue he took a straw poll from 
the floor which resulted in five to one in favour of selections.      
                             
The meeting closed at 8.15pm 
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“FINE ARTS ON THE ROAD”  
CASTLE DOUGLAS ART GALLERY, MARKET HILL LIBRARY 

 
Dumfries and Galloway Fine Arts Society members are invited to submit one painting or 
artwork for the above Exhibition running from 2nd May 2012 to 12th May 2012  
 
In order that a list of exhibitors and works can be prepared a  completed application 
form must be sent to Alan R Hawker, co-ordinator at 17 Woodlands Court, Newbridge, 
Dumfries DG2 0LE by 30th March 2012, Tel No 01387 720567. Only the first 70  
applications to be received will be entered. 
 
Each painting must be no larger than 2`6 x 2`6 or 76cm x 76cm, including frame.  The 
artwork must be labelled with the title, medium, name and address of artist and the 
price.  Please use own label and affix to back of painting.  Paintings must be 
framed, unless box canvas, with rings and cord fixed to frame ready for hanging. 
 
The artwork along with an entry fee of £3.00 to be handed in to the Hanging Committee 
at the Castle Douglas Gallery on 1st May from 12 till 2pm.  Sales commission to DGRC 
will be15%. The Exhibition will be open each day from 10.30am – 4pm.  Artworks not 
sold can be collected from the Exhibition on Sunday 13th May between 2pm – 4pm.  
Volunteers will be required to staff the Gallery during the Exhibition.   
 

           APPLICATION FORM 
 

Name of Artist :- 
 
Address:- 
 
E-Mail Address:-                                                                    Tele No:- 
 
 
Title:- 
 
Medium:-                                                                                 Price:- 
 
 
Volunteer to staff Exhibition:-  YES / NO 
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Chairman’s Comments                                         David Rose 
 
It seems as though the art world is on fire! David Hockney appears in almost every edition 
of the newspapers, on the TV almost every day, and with frequent interviews on radio. The 
Leonardo exhibition in London was a sell out and the Lucian Freud at the National Portrait 
Gallery looks to be heading the same way. The Hockney at the Royal Academy was almost 
a sell out before it started in January.  The National Portrait Gallery in Edinburgh, I am  
reliably informed, is magnificent since its recent extensive refurbishment. The Cadell  
exhibition at the Gallery of Modern Art in Edinburgh is also superb, illustrating Cadell's  
stunning use of colour. 
 
It looks as though we are in the middle of a technology revolution in art as well. Hockney’s 
use of the Apple IPad2 en plein air to draw in black and white or in full colour produces  
stunning results. Then to be able to send the results to anyone, anywhere, at any time,  
reduce or enlarge, print or simply store is extraordinary.  I can’t wait to have a go with one!  
As Hockney says, ‘Inspiration - she does not visit the lazy’. . . I’d better get on with the  
Society’s affairs. 
 
Closer to home—it was good that we sold twelve pictures at the Christmas Exhibition even 
though the ‘hanging’ by the Hospital left much to be desired.  We are in the middle of a  
series of first rate demonstrations in the Winter Programme. Even the traditional ‘crit night’ 
saw an almost full house for Patti Lean’s  constructive comments. Scarcely a  
demonstration goes by without it having an influence on my approach next time I pick  
up a pencil or paint brush. 
 
Alan Hawker has got us off the ground with another ‘On the Road’ Exhibition. Castle  
Douglas Library is the venue in May. Once again it will be an unselected exhibition, but 
because of the size of the gallery, we will have to limit the number of entries to one per 
member and only the first 70 applicants will be accepted. So get your pens ready to fill in 
the Application Form overleaf. 
 
Please take note of the change in dates for our major exhibition at the Gracefield this year. 
It is much later; ‘ handing in’ on Saturday, 1st September, opening on 8th September and 
running through to the 7th October.  It was not your Council’s choice to put the dates back 
but we were presented with a fait accompli by Gracefield Art Centre. 
 
Hopefully we will be blessed with a long dry summer this year which will 
stimulate us into producing great works! 
        David 

 
/continued from page 7 
 
This year’s exhibition coincides with the Queen’s Jubilee, the first weekend in June, 
but I understand that she is unlikely to attend as she has other invitations already. 
Everybody else is welcome to come, to browse and to chat, and perhaps stop for a 
cup of tea and a biscuit. 
 
When we wrote the last time we encouraged others to form their own groups and I 
know that this has been taken up in at least 2 other places. I believe that Thornhill 
and Lochmaben boast new groups and there may well be more. (Perhaps, we should 
have a list of these fledgling groups for all of us to see and maybe join). 
 
If there are other budding artists of whatever level who feel that they would enjoy 
something of the sort that we have taken on………. take the plunge. . you will not 
regret it.  Wherever you live in the DAGFAS area it is a safe bet that living within 10 
miles of you there will be a couple of dozen or so would be Picassos who might like to 
enjoy the adventure with you. You only have to find them.  You might even use this  
magazine to help discover those good friends that you have not yet met. 
 
And best wishes in your efforts… 
 
     from Nick Bass and Hightae Boys and Girls 
 

  
 

HIGHTAE ARTISTS GROUP 
 

EXHIBITION 
 

at 
 

ROYAL FOUR TOWNS HALL, HIGHTAE 
(signposted from Lochmaben to Dalton road) 

on 
Saturday and Sunday  2nd and 3rd June 

 
10.00am to 4.30pm 



  Membership Announcements and Notices 
 
Welcome to the following new members since September:  Rosemary Black, 
Neil Cockayne, Susan Dixon, Sarah Hannah, Shirley Henderson, Heather and David 
Kay, Natasha Kimstach, Elizabeth Knowles, Siobhan McDonald, Prentice,  
Irene Rodgers, Nicholas Spencer 

 
 

 
 
 

Copy for articles/advertisements for the Autumn magazine to be in the hands of  
the Editor by 3rd September 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
/continued from page 11 
 
About 10 years before this infamous event Gavin Hamilton had excavated numerous 
fragments of a large vase at the site of Hadrian’s Villa at Tivoli and sold them to  
Sir William Hamilton who had the vase reconstructed at great expense. It was completed 
by 1778 and included in his collection but, unable to interest the British Museum in its  
purchase he gave it to Charles’ brother the  2nd  Earl of Warwick, by whose name it has 
since been known and has become one of the most coveted objects in Europe. 

 After it was sold in London in 1978 and 
purchased by the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York, the Warwick Vase 
was declared an object of national  
importance, and an export license was 
delayed.    Matching funds were raised, 
and, as it was not of sufficient  
archaeological value for the British  
Museum, it found a sympathetic home at 
the Burrell Collection, Glasgow.    
Standing at ten feet tall, and weighing 
more than eight tons, It is a magnificent 
Roman relic of the   2nd C. AD.                                        The Warwick Vase                                           
It now stands in the middle of the museum’s internal courtyard as a permanent memorial 
to Gavin Hamilton, at least for those who know who he is !                                       
                                                                                                     Bertram Aitchison 
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Dumfries & Galloway Fine Arts Society 

Annual General Meeting 
Will be held on Friday  13th April 2012 at 7.30pm 

In Gracefield Arts Centre, Dumfries 
followed by a short film on the Orcadian artist 

Sylvia Wishart 
 

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME—Coffee/tea and biscuits 

 
 

Changes of addresses, email or telephone:  should be notified to :  
Bertram Aitchison, Secretary, Trentham Lodge, Haywood Road, Moffat,  

DG10 9BU 
Telephone 01683 221718 

email@ fin19@btinternet.com 
 

The Society’s website at www.dumfriesandgallowayfneartsociety.org.uk  
is kept up to date with forthcoming events and information 
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EDITORIAL   
 
2012 should be a year to remember, what with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the 
Olympics.  Our own programme doesn’t of course scale those heights, but we are  
holding five Summer Workshops instead of only four and a third exhibition  
(unselected) in Castle Douglas in addition to our usual Annual and Christmas  
Exhibitions. 
 
The Summer Workshops with first rate tutors look particularly exciting, and hopefully will 
appeal to all members.  I suggest early application!  The Winter Programme has  
continued to attract an average of 45 members—proof I think of the quality of the artists 
and their demonstrations. 
 
Someone made a comment to the Chairman that the ‘magazine was very 
nice but it would be good to read different articles’.  What a good idea!  
As Editor, I’d be delighted to receive articles from members instead of 
having to hunt them down!  My thanks go to the contributors for their  
articles all of which take time and effort to produce. 

                                                                    

Annan Water Framing 
 

Bespoke Picture Framing 
 

Trevor D. Bevis GCF 
Moorland House, 

Annan Water, Moffat, DG10 9LS 
Phone: 01683 221971 : E-mail: t.bevis@btinternet.com 

 
 

10% discount for members of Dumfries & Galloway Fine Arts Society 
Home visits by arrangement 
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Open Christmas Exhibition at the DGRI 

 
This year fifty four members submitted 103 paintings for exhibition at the 
Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary Christmas Exhibition.  As always the 
standard of painting was very good and 12 works of art were sold. Many 
congratulations to all the successful artists. 
 
We felt very disappointed in the standard of hanging the exhibition this year 
but unfortunately after the works are delivered by the artists they are 
handed over to the DGRI and are hung by their own  technicians.  All the 
works were displayed, but it is unfortunate that some were in the Dining 
Room annexe on the lower floor. 
 
Thank you to the Hospital and in particular Janette Park for the  
arrangements made on our behalf and thank you to my colleagues for all 
the help and support on the handing in and collection days. 
 
      Kathleen Woods 
      Exhibitions Co-ordinator 



   
 
 
 
 

The Council 
 

President   
Mrs Margaret Robb 

Windsover Cottage, Dunscore Road, Dumfries DG2 0UB 
 

Chairman    
David Rose 

Reeds, Castle Loch, Lochmaben, DG11 1NN  Telephone: 01387 810010 
 

Secretary   
Bertram Aitchison QPM 

Trentham Lodge, Haywood Road, Moffat, DG10 9BU 
Telephone: 01683 221718  E-mail: fin19@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer and Magazine Editor   
Fiona Robertson 

Hawthornbank, Bankend Road, Dumfries, DG1 4QS 
Telephone: 01387 257664 E-mail: fionaerobertson@hotmail.com 

 
 

Annual Exhibitions Co-ordinator   
Kathleen Woods 

East Birkhill Cottage, Tynron, Thornhill, DG3 4LD 
Email: woods664@btinternet.com 

 
Council Members   

Brian Lord  :    Stuart Cavanagh   :  Alan Hawker 
 Janet Shankland  :    Liz Peel  : Joan Fleming  : Leona Hart 

 
Co-opted Member 

Chris Otty 
 

Resident Cover Artist:  Jane Parker-Clark 
Resident Cartoonist:  Richard Whiting 

 
 
 

Website:  www.dumfriesandgallowayfineartsociety.org.uk 
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Proprietor Phil Currie 
 

43 Buccleuch Street, Dumfries, DG1 2AB 
 

Tel 01387 266426 
Mob 07871296662 

Email:  phils.frames@btconnect.com 
 

Hours: 
Monday to Friday 9.00 to 5.30 

Saturday 9.00 to 4.00 
 

10% discount for Society members 

 
 

DRAWING AND PAINTING  
SUMMER CLASSES 

 
Life Drawing: 9th to 13th July 

Drawing and Painting: 6th to 10th August 
 

TUTOR SAM MULLEN 
Classes meet at Solway House Studio, Crichton, Campus 

 
Telephone 01576 470468 
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